WE itl CREE 
AUGUST 1985 Micl of E 
EXCURSION - NEWS SHERT 


Meeting August 2 Film - "A Curious And Diverse Flora" 

Meeting September 6 Orchids - Miss IF. Poole 

Excursion August 4 Mt. Hrip - Leaders: P. Iry and 
(full day) I. darrap 

Excursion September 8 Linton Block - Working Bee 


(full day) 


President: Miss H Burgess 312210 Meetings, as specified, ore held In the Art 

; “ me Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Secretary: Miss J Binns 323670 lydiord Street South, Bollorat, commencing 7:30pm. 
Treasurer: Mrs F Williamson 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Editors: Mr G Binns 323670 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT ond ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Mr L Fink — 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


JULY! SACURS.OH 


Tre annual 


with iirs f. Chuk 


ioe (Shad beerk 
3 CULL 


Fungus excurston with Florence Chuk is always a 


hishliyhy of the sskCb year. when che bush is quietest and 
the dry dust of autumn turns to the dai» leaf mould of winver, 
nature ;uLsS on a faoulous Show for those prepared t search 


ore ing | Ham 


year rs Chuk feared that the season might ve 


woo dry ts produce very much, but the afternoon provided a 


most exciting 
with a number 


array of fungi in color, form and variety, 
of rarities. The spotted red fly agaric is 


usually regarded as the most spectacular Fungus but others 
were even more »seautiful in a more subtle and delicate way. 


Colors ranged 


from briynt vangerine and crimson to palgSilvery 


Dlue, lilac and pink, with many shades of brown and ihe shiny 
Green Goblin cays. A clump of purple c rtinars had partly 


cinnamon cans 


From a shower of Spores from choSeabove. The day 


began and enued on two high notes. First, she took us to see 
Comb Ferns, inconspicuous but interesting little plants. 
They consist of a small clum> of narrow straiyht fronds which 


carry the fertile segments at the top in a comblike arranyement. 


~ymoiosic with a fungoid growth, they enjoy tough conditions; 
the old mine-digyinygs in the Creswick forest are ideal. The 
other rarity was the Tooth Fungus, which sirs Chuk had not 
previsusly recorded at Creswick. Genny Binns found a delicate 


black and yney 


variety, and ilrs Chuk found the biscuit-colored 


species, Hydnum repandum,as a grand finale to the day. 


The following 


club is indeed fortunate to have a member who is so knowledgable 


list has been provided by Florence Ohuk. The 


about fungi and 63 willing to share that knowledge and the 


excitement of 


Cortinars: 

The prevaili 
appear to like 
these sturdy, 

/cortinar; the 
dry, at the 


discovery with others. Thank you, Florence’ 


ng fungi in the Invermay area at the present time, they 
dry conditions and the forest floor was bright with 
brilliantly coloured fungi. It is easy to identify a 
gills are covered with a fine webbing, either moist or 
button stage -instead of the more solid veil which covers 


the gills in many other gilled fungi. Remnants of this veil are often 


visible as yel 
Cortinars 
Green goblins 
gills. 
Red Cortinar 
Archer's Corti 
cinnamon spore 
Blue cortinar 
yellowish shad 
Yellow cortina 
to the touch, 


lowish stains on the stem. 
observed were: 
- Cortinarius astrovenetus— olive green with yellow 


- Cortinarius sanguinius bright red all over. 
nar — Cortinarius archerii - purple all over with 
Ss staining the pills. 

- Cortinarius rortundisporous — slender, pale blue with 
ing. 
r -Cortinarius ochraceus— bright yellow and rather slimy 
hooks like wet paint. 


White cortinar -Cortinarins albidus -white or cream, darkening with 


age. 


Rooted cortinar— Cortinatius radicatus— a long root-like extension of 
the stem distinguishes this fungus from others with the same colourinp, 


_ the cap 


is a creamy colour with brown gills underneath, rather like a 


field mushroom. 


Other funpi observed were: 


Jelly fungi -tremella was rather dried up. 
Cup ftngi -small bright yellow specimens in clumps. 


Toothed 


‘fungi -Hydnum repandum (biscuit coloured) and Phelloden niper 


(black and grey in concentric rings on caps). The latter had not been 
ohserved in this area previously. 
Shelf fungi- on eucalypts and on dead eucalyptus and pine: branches. 


Several] 


varieties were noted. 


Coral funpi -very few specimens, too dry for them. 


Russula 


- only one specimen, again weather too dry. 


Puffballs -Norse-dropping fungus seen by the roadside, also another 
puffball whick splits into a tough yellow star to allow spores to 


escape.. 


Wnder pines: 
Amanitas 
very few 
Boletus 
Saffron 
only one 
Mycena - 
but the 
lilac-pi 
Mycena 
hottons 
-looked 1 


W.V.F.N. C.Ae Meeting and Camp. 30 Aug bod 1 Sep. 


Ne 


— usually common, weather must have affected them a_ little, 
to he seen. 

- similarly there were few boletus under pines. 
Milk Cap - Lactarius- usually plentiful near pine plantations, 
hattered specimen seen. 
many small and fragile mycenas were found under the eucalvpts, 
prettiest one was under the pines ~- large for a mycena, it was 

nk and stem and gills plentifully dusted with white spores. 

usually open like little umbrellas, rather than opening from 
like many other pilled fungi, and this specimen of Mycena_ pura 
ike a small pink parasol. 


, 


M.Rotheram 


Host Club: Bendigo F.N.C. 


Venue; 


Rotary Camp, Axedale, on the Campaspe 
River 


Accomydation: Dormitory Style, with all facilities. 


Cost: 


Program: 


Bring own sleeping bags and pillows. 
There is space for a limited number of 
vans and tents. 

#10. per head for the weekend to cover 
use of facilities on a self catering 
basis. . 

Includes Excursion to Tooleen, Whipstick, 
Salamon Gully, Boronia Reserve, Mandurang 
Reserve,and Audio Visual presentation. 


R.-S-V.P. To our Secretary Joanne, by August 9th. 


Further 
available 


details are included in a circular, 
to members. 


A GUIDE TO LOCAL FUNGI 


This short guide was initially prepared by 


Florence Chuk, Stella Bedggood and myself in 1977 


for use by Club members. Although not comprehen- 


sive of all types to be found in our area it is 


included with the hope that it will prove useful 


as a basic aid to identification in season, 


Greg Binns 


FUNGI: Agarics {gilled fungi) Nos. 1 - 8. 


1. 


2. 
3. 
ii, 


Non gilled fungi. Nos. 9 - 17 


RUSSULA Brightly coloured (+ brown). Old cap: often 


depressed. Flesh dry and crisp when broken. Gills and 
spores white or yellow. 


CORTINARIUS Brightly coloured (+ brown). Cobweb-like 


veil when young. Gillis coloured, spores BROWN. 

COLLYBIA Usually brown or golden brown in colour. 
Iincurved edge on young cap. Spores white. 

HYPHOLOMA (Sulphur~top) On decaying wood or on tree 
trunks. Gills olive green to chocolate brewn. Orange or 
yellow ccp. Spores purplo —- black. 

MARASMIUS A very tiny tough fuagus which dries well. 
Often on rotting wood. Spores white. 

MYCENA Delicate, translucent, putrescent. Minute 
plants, clear bright colours. On rotting wood, leaves 
etc. Margin of cap NOT incurved. Spores white. 
PLEUROTUS Brown caps, white gills and 

PANELLUS, tough little fans on dead wood are similar 
and it is often difficult to GER REALE between them. 
Don't eat them PLEASE! 


. TRAMETES Brown (On tree trunks, often shaded beautif- 


ully) Pores beneath. 
TREMELLA White or coloured frills of jelly on dead 
wood, 


- LYCOPERDON Common puff-ball. 


SCLERODERMA Earthball. Black spore mass inside. 
PEZIZA Smooth little caps. Brown. 

GEOGLOSSUM Earth tongues, flattened, clublike, dark 
coloured. 

RAHARIA Coral fungus. Yellow, orange, pink, purple, 
white. 


FLAME FUNGUS Clavaria. Simple bright red or yellow 


tongues. 


- BOLETUS Bright colours. Vertical tubes with pores 


opening below. 
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OWLS -— itdward McNab. 

Edward NcNab's interest in Owls started when he 
read David Fleay's book "Nocturnal Birds". From 
that time on he started looking for Powerful Owls, 
spending a lot of time searching until he eventually 
found them whilst on a short walk in the Dandenongs 
near his home. 

Fleay's b ook was well written and very true in 
its descriptions of the bird, its habits and 
habitation. Edward studied these birds over the 
next two years,recording notes and taking photographs. 

The call of the Powerful Owl is a deep "woo hoo!, 
the female having a higher tone than the male. There 
are other calls and trillings at mating time and the 
young make a trilling noise for food. 

They roost by day in well canopied trees such as 
Blackwood, Wattles or Gums, using a roost tree five 
or six times before changing. They eventually come 
back to the original tree, which makes them easy to 
find. They are quist birds and sit silently watching 
all day. The male is usually the bigger bird, 
sitting fluffed out with a larger breast. 

They nest in large trees with large hollows. The 
incubation period is about 25 days, usually commen- 
cing early in May when dull white eggs are laid. 
After hatching, the young are in the nest for up to 
Cight weeks, usually emerging about the first week 
in September. They are then fed by the parents for 
many more months, usually about nine months of the 
year are taken up with raising the family. 

The male finds the food for the sitting hen during 
the incubation period and for ;unetime afterwards. 
Although the hen leaves her eggs for an ex erceise 
flight along the creek or gully before returning to 
the nest, the male does not sit on the eggs. 

The young are very vulnerable, if they fall from 
the tree they most certainly fali prey to foxes. 

At about three months the adult feathers start to 
Show and during this period the parer:ts roost vory 
close to the young birds. They are very good 
parents. 

The owls eat all parts of their prey,regurgytating 
the fur, feathers and bones. 


7 


cont. 


Ringtailed possums appear to be their favorite 
food in the Dandenong Ranges. and a pair will eat 
approximately 300 in one nesting season. Other 
animals taken are young Brushtails, young Bobuck, 
Greater Gliders and sugar gliders in Autumn; also 
Rats, Rabbits, young Kealas, Kookaburras, Ravens 
and domestic poultry. They are very protective of 
their young and territory. 

Other species of owl were also discussed, 

The Boobook Owlis also fiercely protective of 
young and territory. They eat Rats, Bush Rats, 
mice, including Squaretoothed Rats and Antechinus. 

The Brown Antechinus is food for owls by night 
and. for Kookaburras by dayo Boobook owls are wide~ 
spread, being found in all states of Australia end 
further afield. They are sometimes called "Mopokes" 
because of their call. This is our smallest owl. 

The Sooty Owl lives in dense forest. Gembrook 
has a large population and they also prey on Ring- 
tailed Possums and other small mammals and birds. 

This is the least known of our owls. It has 
large feet, almost as big as the Powerful Owl, a 
very short tail and a powerful flight. Leadbeaters 
Possum may also be part of its dict. 

Also mentioned were the Barking Owl which makes 
a “sereaming women" call in Autumn. 

she White Throated Nightjar, Owlet Nightjar, Tawny 
Frogmouth and Barn Qwl. 

Rdward said the owl population around Lake 
Albacutya increases greatly , and the birds live 
very well,during mouse ploguas. The Masked Owl was 
also mentioned as being a more plentiful bird than 
is commonly thought. L-F» 


co a aanebet Ste. eee lace Mallie AR eS “0 
ANGAIR NATURE SHOW. 28 - 29 jecrenenet ELAS js 
Venue — Anglesea Hall, McMillan St, Anglesea. 

Special features will include photographic display 
of Wildflowers (including orchids), features and © 
maps of renowned coastal heathlands and woodlands, 
guided excursions to the reserves and other selected _ 
‘locations. Display of local history and nature 
studies, and art and craft exhibits are among other 
attractions. 
Hours of opening are to be: Saturday 10 A.Mto ¢ P.M. 


i STE 10 A.M. to 5 I’M 


